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new evidence 


1979 IS THE YEAR OF HEAVY 
METAL: Capital Radio’s Nicky 
Horne said that the other day 
and, loathe as we are to endorse 
this midget’s belated opinions, 
we believe him. Just look at this 
week’s 45’s chart: doesn’t it 
just bring back memories of 
those hallowed, nostalgic days 
when Deep (‘Strange Kind Of 
Woman’, ‘Black Night’) Purple 
and Black (‘Paranoid’) Sabbath 
were as much singles chart acts as 
leaders in the albums chart 
listings? 

Today, we find Judas Priest 
doing enormously well with their 
disc ‘Take On The World’, 12 
inches of vinyl backed with a 
couple of brand spanking new 
live cuts, ‘Starbreaker’ and 
“White Heat, Red Hot’. UFO’s 
‘Doctor Doctor’ EP, together 
with unavailable elsewhere live 
tracks (not even on the double 
“Strangers In The Night’ album) 
‘On With The Action’ and ‘Try 
Me’ is selling like the proverbial 
hot cake. Nazareth’s ‘May The 
Sunshine’ looks set for the top 20 
and, who knows, maybe even 
Gene Simmons’ ‘Radioactive’ 
and Ace Frehley’s ‘New York 
Groove’ will make it as well. 

Looking to the future; watch 
out for Toto’s ‘Hold The Line’ 
single and to capit alla 

‘forthcoming Sounds feature on 
hot new British/American HM 
acts. 

Geoff Barton was last seen 
gibbering deliriously and making 
a terrible mess all over the 
luxurious Sounds office shag pile 
carpet... 


OUT IN THE COLD: Following 
the departure of Beserkley’s UK 
managing director Fred Cantrell, 
The Smirks seem to have been 
stranded sans contract just like 
that. The label are apparently 
keen to direct ‘‘increased 
emphasis” on their original 
toster of US acts, leaving The 
Smirks to pass the time of day 
with lawyers instead of making 
records. 

John Travolta was not 
available for comment. 


THIRTY FIVE MILLIMETRE 
DREAMS: Chart-busting (and 
TV advertised) four-eyed Van 
Morrison impersonator Elvis 
Costello might have put the nix 
on the half-completed BBC 
documentary on him and his 
Attractions but he has put down 
on celluloid his first major film 
appearance. 

Late last December he flew to 
LA by himself, cruised around 
the town with Carlene Carter and 
Ronnie Hawkins for the night 
and then turned up at the film 
studio at seven in the morning, 
started shooting at nine and was 
back with the band by early 
afternoon. The film is 
*‘Americathon’, directed by Neil 
Israel and described as a 
futuristic comedy satire. Elvis 
performs his previously 
unrecorded ‘Crawling To The 
USA’ while in another section of 
the film Meat Loaf wrestles a car 
in Long Beach Arena. (Yes, you 
did read that last sentence 
correctly). 


VATICAN ROULETTE: 


holes in his jacket to a debi 


Lynott spent the whole 
dissipated-looking Monot: 
both counts. 


“Don’t hit me, don’t hit me — Allan Jones went that way" Van Morris 


evening at Kensington’s Royal Garden Hotel’s 
ony Maker reporter and trying to chat up a Roi 


onair Phillip Lynott and new escort Donny Osmond. 


‘on pictured above showing off the 


“‘Paddies And Mormons Night’ searching for a certain 


ddy-less Princess Margare! 


t. He, was, we hear, unsuccessful on 


